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Reagan determined

to remain in Beirut

> 4ty of the American forces in Leba-

By Jeremiah QO'Leary -

WASHINGTON TIMES STAFF

President Reagan reacted with
outrage and grief at the terrorist
‘bomb slayings of U.S. Marines at

. Beirut airport but made ir- clear
that he is determined not to permit
the United States to be driven out of
that strategic area.- -

Reagan cut short his -vacation

1 trip in Augusta, Ga., in the dark
hours of vesterday morning when
word of the tragedy reached him.
The president hurriedly flew back
to Washington, where he convened
two meetings of the National Secu-
rity Council. Reporting on the first
meeting of one hour and 40 minutes

in the White House situation room,

White House Deputy Press Secre-
tary Larry Speakes_ told reporters

“there will be no change in the com-!

mitment of the United States to
keep the Marines in Lebanon as
part of the multinational peace
force.

Instead, the f)resident and his

closest advisers agreed to replace

. the casualties, which amount to.

more than one-tenth of the total
Marine force of 1,600 troops
ashore.. But' the White House
spokesman and Secretary of

Defense Caspar W. Weinberger.

said they did not think that,
“increasing the size of the Marine:
amphibious unit at Beirut airport:
will help in performance of its:
peace-keeping mission. : ’|
The administration set a high
priority on finding out which of the

L e

*factions in Lebanon was responsi- -

ble for the carnage.” Weinberger

and Speakes, however, said publicly -

that there “is a lot of circumstan-

tial evidence that points in the
direction of Iran, just as there was -
much that pointed that way in con-

.nection with the bombing last

~spring of the American Embassy” )

- Speakes said the United States
has not been able to analyze the
evidence ‘yet. But he added, “We
have .intelligence concerning this

_incident - that -circumstantially
wpoints’ to lranian, terrorists.”
[¥Speakes said no group has claimed
L .responsibility for the two massive
{ bombings butdeclared, “We have
‘. had some suspicions all along” -

' After the second NSC meeting,

which lasted three heurs until 7 ¢
p.m., Speakes said, speaking forthe -
president, “We also intend to

respond to this criminal act when

the perpetrators are identified. All

I can say to the perpetrators is:
‘Wait and see'” The spokesman

said the Marines in Beirut are in

the highest state of alert to prevent
a repetition of the bombing. He
said no holds will be barred so that
the Marines can ‘protect them-
selves.

In a statement, Speakes said the

_bombings “were deliberate .and
heinous acts of international. ter-
rorism. These attacks were clearly
designed to weaken our determina-
tion and to disrupt the efforts of the
government of Lebanon to regain
control over the country.

*One thing is clear. We will not
yvield to international terrorism
because we know that if we do, the
civilized world will suffer and our
values will be fair game for those
who seek to destroy all we stand
for” - '

A senior U.S. official said the
United States blames the Syrians
for inspiring the continuation of the
fighting in Lebanon but that the
terror attacks couid be quite differ-
ent. He said some officials in Wash-
ington suspect the Iranians but
there has been no public judgment
1o this effect from the administra-
tion. ’ ‘
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The NSC meetings at 9 a.m. and
again at 4 p.m. were convened pri
marily to “review the immediats

situation in Beirut.” The NSC meet-
ings, Speakes said, were to study
ways of decreasing the vulnerabil-

non. Weinberger said, “There was
no talk of pulling the Marines out.
There's just talk of trying to get
,some kind of better position for
them. Our commitment to the
cause of securing a peaceful Mid-
- east remains. We simply can't leave
»the.area to-terrorism or whatever
“Sovietinvolvement there may be in
. connectionwith Soviet assistance
o -Syria, .which is -another de-
_-stabilizing factor” .
", Weinberger hinted that the U.S.
-naval task force off. the Lebanese
~coast is a significant part of the
.ability ‘to protect the Marines
.ashore. “He said these powerful
ships can be used to protect the
Marines in a very substantial way.

Reagan, asked at his press con-
ference last week why the Marines
could not take. some more defen-
sible positions, replied, “We are
looking at everything that can be
done to try and make their position
safer. The Marines will always
defend themselves and we will pro-
vide that defense.”

But there was no sign last night
that Reagan was ready to make
greater use of naval and air power
or to permit the Marines o occupy -
safer positions, including high
ground overlooking their bivouac
on the Beirut airport grounds. All
options were being considered at
the two NSC meetings but there
was no solid information on what
was decided by Reagan and his top
advisers. -

Reagan ordered Gen. Paul X.
Kelley, the Marine Commandant, 10
leave -immediately for Beirut to
conductan investigation and a com-
plete review of ways 1o provide bet-
ter protection for "the Marines
there. Kelley was to leave today and

. is under orders to report back to
. Reagan as soon &5 possible,
Speakes said. ..

CONIIJ\'TLED’
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As more Marines head for
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redefined mission urged

By Ernest B. Furgurson
Chief of The Sun's Washington Bureau

Waskingion — The United States °

demonstrated jis resolve vesterday
by dispatiching Marine replacements
to Lebapon little more than 12 hours
after first reporis of 2 suicide-bomb-
ing arack that killed 147 American
troops at the Beirut airport.

warding the murderers.” But he said |

! it would be hard to persuade other

But there were rising calls for a |
redefinition of those forces’ mission :
" as President Reagan rushed back

from & goling weekend in Georgia to
confer with his national security ad-
Visers.

- Defense Secretary Caspar W.
‘Weinberger saic there was “circum-
stantiz] evidepmce” that Iran may
have had z role in the attack on the
headguarters barracks of the Marine
foree siztlicned &t Beirut airport. He
aleo saic he was “not convinced” that
the Soviet Union was uninvolved.

The president told reporters that
the “despicable act”™ should make
Americans “more determined than
ever” that those responsible “cannot
take over that vital and strategic
area...."” .

A White House statement de-

clared. *“The mission of the United
States anc the multilaterel force has
not chanpged. There is no change in
. our commiiment and we are explor-
ing wavs 10 reduce the vulnerability
of our forces.”

Buf legislators in both parties
were unhappy that the nation’s great-

est military losses since the Vietnam

war bac izken place in & situation
where the U.S. role and its poiential
end point are still unclear.

Senator Pzaul S, Sarbanes (D, Md.)
said, *Congress should press the pres-
ident very hard ... 10 define the mis-
sion’ of U.S. troops. He said he ques-
tioned whether any superpower
sbould be ipvolved in such a peace-
keeping role. A

Senator Sam Nunn (D, Ga.) said,

“I've pot got anvbody in the adminis- -

tration to tell me what success is” in
Lebanon.- He urged shoring up the
U.S. position, then & phased with-
drawal and replacement by United
Nations forces. American forces now
are “not'a deterrent, they are hos-
tages,” he said.

Senator Charles McC. Mathias, Jr.’

(R. Md.) szid. “We shouldn’t pull out -

in reactiop to this — that would be re-

countries to risk such casuvalties as
part of 2 U.N. contingent.

Former Secretary of State Henry !
A. Kissinger, chairman of & White !
House task force seeking solutions in -
another trouble spot, Central Ameri-
ca, declared that if U.S. troops “con-
tinve to sit [in Lebanon] passively,”
the situation will continue to deterio--
rate. If there were a “coherent plan,”
he said, he would not oppese an in-
crease in the American force. ‘

Senator Edward M. Kennedy (D,
Mass.‘) calied for a Senate inveétiga:
tion into *“the unbelievable break-
down in security” that permitted the
bombing to happen, and “the prospect
that sornething like it could happen
again. and the danger that the Marine’
force will continue to be a sitting
duck.” _

At Camp Lejeune, N.C.. home base
of the Marine detachment in Leba-
non. Maj. Gen. Al Grav announced at
2:45 p.m. that troops would leave 15
minutes later to bring the 24th Am- :
phibious Unit back to full strength.

As those replacements took off in
helicopters, the National Security
Council was gathering af the White
House to discuss the next moves to be
made at the strategic Jevel.

The explosion in the headquarters
barracks at the Beirul airport took
place at 12:22'a.m. EDT (6:20 a.m. ip
Lebanon). At 2:27 a.m. in Washington,
President Reagan was awakeped in
his cabin at Augusta, Ge., bv a call
trom his newly chosen national! secu-
rity adviser, Robert C. McFarlane.

+ The two of them conferred for two
hours with Secretary of State George
P. Shultz, who was spending the
weekend with the president. At 3:05
a.m. Mr. Reagan telephoned Gen.
Paul X. Kelley, commandant of the
Marine Corps, to be brought up to
date. :

At 6:36, the president’s motorcade .
Jeft the Augusta golf club in the rain, !
and Air Force One took off for Wash-
ington at 7:17 a.m. Reaching the
White Bouse at 8:37, Mr. Reagan
stood under an umbrella to tell re-
porters that “no words can express

" our sorrow and grief over the loss of

those splendid voung men and the in-
jury to'so many others. ...

“Likewise, there are no words to
properlv express our outrage ... at
the despicable act, following as it
does the one perpetrated several
months ago . .. that took tbe lives of
scores of people at our embassy in
that same city. . ..

“These deeds make so evident the
bestial nature of those who would as-
sumne power, if they could have their
way, and-drive us out of that area.
..." Thus, he said, “we must be more

deterrnined than ever that they cap- °

not take over that vital and strategic

- area of the earth. .. .”

. Mr. Reagan attended 3 9 am
meeting in the Whire Houge situat]

room SE-ltt' M[ pr Lz T\ﬂr Wg]’nbﬁr.
- Mr : Genera) Kellev;

Yice President Bush: Gen. John W,
Vessev Ir chzirmen of the Joint

Chiefs of Staff: John McMahon, depu-
ty director of the Centraj Intellipence
Agepcy and top presidential aides
Jamee 4 Baker JTI. Edwin Meese I1]
and Michee] X. Deaver. That session
broke-up at 10:40 and the National Se-
curity Council convened formally at 4
p.m. S

Larry _ Speakes, White House
spokesman. said Secretary Weinber-
ger's comments on the possible ip-
volvement of Iran in the bombing
were based on “a certain amount of
intelligence that we have -gathered
since the bombing of the U.8. embas-
sv several months ago, and the sniper
terrorist attacks that have continued
over the last 10 days. . . . ’

“That is our circurbstantial evi-
dence,” he said. “There is no physical
evidence {at the blast site] out of this
yet.“

Former Secretary Kissinger sug-
gested ‘& change in the balance of
forces” in Lebanon, implving that he
meant involving Israel. That, he said,
would improve the U.S. negotiating
position in its effort to see a stable,
independent Lebanon.
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Capitol Punishment

e 5

B: Art Buchwald

Who savs there aren’t heroes left in

America -any-more? Just-the other day;™

in a surprise ceremony, the CIA

Casev the “Distinguished Intelligence !

Medal” the agency’s highest award.

Casev wes cited for “outstanding lead- {~

ership” and for restoring the credibility
of the ClA and bringing “imagination
to our operation.” )

In the ‘past, a decoration of this
magnitude was usually reserved until
the direcior retired or tesigned from
the job. Bui apparently the people
who work for Cesey couldn’t wait. 1
am not privy to how these awards are
made, but 1 know theyre not easy to
gel.

i
]
-

awarded_<3TA - Director...Williarm ..

Thev must have an awards commit- '

tee out at Langiey that goes over every

one of the citation nominations 1o
make sure the person is deserving of
the honor.

“Gentlemen, our {irst nominee is

_James Blicksiein, who, in & clandestine
operation, dropped behind enemy lines

in Afghanstan and delivered needed

radi0 6gmpment to the rebels. He then
walked barefoot 500 miles across Rus-
cian-held territorv back to Pakistan.
Does he get a medal?” - - ’

“He's paid to do that. Why should
he get an award? If we give out the
Distinguished Intelligence Medal' to
-every Tom, Dick and Harry involved
in a clandestine operation, it will de-
flate its value.”

“Okay, let’s forget Blickstein. The
second nominee is Hiram Cope, who
managed to go over the wall at the
Soviet's submarine base at Murmansk
and steal all the U.S.S.R.’s naval codes.

He then swam to Norway in a frogman

-suit” .
“Big deal. I'll admit it wasn't a bad
operation, but is it worth a medal?”

e e N R

the Spies Love

managed 1o gét around all the restric- -
tions the congressional Committee on

Intelligence Jaid downfor covert- op-
“erations, and got his people to bomb
Nicaraguan soll.” :
“He should-get a medal” - &
“But do "we want to’.give him, the
highest one?” R
““I~don’t think we do, because we
have to-make him the fall guy in case
Congress starts raising a ruckus. Let’s
~give him the CIA’s Good Conduct
Award, We can always give him the
biggie just before we fire him.”
“We're all agreed then on T.L. Now
1 have 2 CLA person that 1 am proud
to nominate. 1 propose that we give
the ‘Distinguished Intelligence Medal’
to none other than our.revered direc-
tor, William J. Casey.”
. “] have no quarrel with that. The
man certainly has gone bevond the call
of duty.” ;

- **You won't ‘hear a nay from me.

He’s the bravest of the brave.”

“The smartest. of the smart.”

“His outstanding leadership has
made this organization what it is io-
dav.”

“If it wasn't for his imagination ]
don't know where we'd all be today.”

] take it then there is no opposition

% 4o awarding the director our highest

decoration.” -

“T've stil) got five years to go before
retirement. You won’t hear any objec-
tion from me.” \

“Good. Then Tl write up the ci-

- tation and we'll get Deputy Director

John McMahon to present it to him in
a full-fledged formal ceremony, with
the CIA Undercover Band.”

- *¢'s the least we can do for the old Y |

man.” .

“No one in the ClA deserves it
more.”

“How did you ever think of it, Wil-
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Joughby?” ;

nav. The navs have it. Scratch Cope.” “When you're in the intelligence
“We now come to Nicaragua and | business vou HAVE to think of every- | -

Honduras ARPraxedororRe|dbe %005/12/’1W?&imammmmoosoozobm9-3

“All in favor say aye—all against,




